FOOTBALL REFORM:
INITIAL SURVEY
(OCTOBER 2020)

Overview & Context
• Proposals to reform the Premier League and EFL, known as Project Big Picture were leaked via several media
outlets in early October
• The plan failed to achieve the support of Premier League clubs but sparked widespread debate and intense
discussion about the long term economic and social value of football, and the role of clubs, supporters and
the communities they serve
• We still feel that the best starting point of any “reset” is holding the government to its manifesto commitment
of a “fan-led review of the governance of football”, and we think the framework for this is reflected in the
“Sustain the Game” campaign with the Football Supporters’ Association
• We’ve been in touch with senior officials at the club about the issues highlighted by the plan, and we want to
share your views as part of our continued constructive dialogue on the future of the game and the impact on
Nottingham Forest, as new plans emerge
We wanted to make sure we captured the full range of views on these issues and therefore launched an open
survey to gather initial feedback. We will use the results to help shape our stance on certain issues and in our
conversations at a local (with Nottingham Forest) and national (with the Football Supporters Association,
Football Association, English Football League, Premier League and Government) level.

Key Headlines
TOP 3 PRIORITIES:

92%
SUPPORT AN
INDEPENDENT,
FAN-LED REVIEW
OF FOOTBALL

£

Greater distribution of wealth
Equal voices for all clubs
Level playing field across the game
TOP 3 FEARS:
Distortion of power within a few clubs
NFFC unable to compete in the EPL
Formation of a European Super League

Full Survey Results

Full Survey Results
Do you agree that English football needs significant
reform (described in some reports as a 'full reset')?

YES (75%)

NO (25%)
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Investment in stadia
across all levels of the
game

No Opinion

A ‘levelling of the playing
field’ across the game,
increasing
competitiveness within
the Premier League &
across the football
pyramid

Full Survey Results
Do you support an independent, fan led review of football (as committed to in
the government’s manifesto)?

YES (92%)

NO (8%)
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How would you rank the following potential fears with the
recently abandoned 'Project Big Picture' proposals
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Comments
“Any review or
independent reassessment
of football should lay
sustainability at the top of
the agenda. Whether it’s
pro or amateur, men’s or
ladies, it’s a fundamental
necessity for any future of
the game”

“Some elements of what
was proposed I support
such as the abolition of
parachute payments
and funding being based
on % of broadcast deal.
What can't be accepted
is for power to be given
to such a small number
of clubs”

“Football and sport in
general should be an
even playing ground
where everyone has a
chance. How big a
chance may be dictated
by resources available
but in the end no club
should have more say
than any other”

